
USING YOU IN A FORMAL ESSAY

Why? In academic writing, it's important to avoid personal bias. Using â€œIâ€• or â€œweâ€• makes the essay about
you and your experiences, instead of.

First up: never use 1st or 2nd person. Often these are rather strict lists of absolutes, including rules both stated
and unstated: Each essay should have exactly five paragraphs. This field is also one in which you might be
asked to keep a journal, a kind of writing that requires you to apply theoretical concepts to your experiences.
Here are sentences b and c after this change with the relevant nouns underlined : b1 Three different effects
were felt. An academicâ€¦aka YOU, who uses 2nd person, has not only written too informally, but he or she
has also missed the target audience. They are suitable only when they stand for particular types of I, we or
you, such as the writer of a CV or the addressee of an advice leaflet see  Placing a truth adjective after it is is
especially useful for agreeing or disagreeing without saying I dis agree see  Once you see them, shift your
point of view. Or if your purpose is to present your individual response to a work of art, to offer examples of
how an idea or theory might apply to life, or to use experience as evidence or a demonstration of an abstract
principle, personal experience might have a legitimate role to play in your academic writing. Agreeing and
Disagreeing in Formal Contexts. Sometimes, the best hook is a personal anecdote, or a short amusing story
about yourself. Yet in surprisingly many cases this strategy is not possible. Now, the above list is certainly not
exhaustive. How to Avoid Passive Verbs or there are see  Brought to you by WriteCheck, plagiarism checker
software. The problem is that overly strict rules about writing can prevent us, as writers, from being flexible
enough to learn to adapt to the writing styles of different fields, ranging from the sciences to the humanities,
and different kinds of writing projects, ranging from reviews to research. Use personal pronouns enough to get
your point across clearly without inundating your readers with this language. Clarity: Because trying to avoid
the first person can lead to awkward constructions and vagueness, using the first person can improve your
writing style. For instance, in philosophical arguments, writers often use a real or hypothetical situation to
illustrate abstract ideas and principles. Personal experience can be especially appropriate in a response paper,
or in any kind of assignment that asks about your experience of the work as a reader or viewer. Alternatives to
other pronouns also exist in some contexts. See our handouts on writing about fiction , art history , and drama
for more information. In addition to d above, the following all contain a complement: i I became
uncomfortable. However, academic essays differ from personal essays; they are typically researched and use a
formal tone. Some specific writing situations, such as application essays, explicitly call for discussion of
personal experience. Note how a need is preferred to a necessity. How to Paraphrase. In this case, using first
person makes your writing clearer. Yet all of these problem structures can be altered so as to avoid the
undesirable I. Because college writing situations vary widely in terms of stylistic conventions, tone, audience,
and purpose, the trick is deciphering the conventions of your writing context and determining how your
purpose and audience affect the way you write. References to your own experience can explain your interest in
an issue or even help to establish your authority on a topic. But conventions seem to be changing in some
casesâ€”for instance, when a scientific writer is describing a project she is working on or positioning that
project within the existing research on the topic. The deeper reason that is usually given for avoiding I, we or
you in formal English is a need to sound impersonal, objective and functional. In d , there is a noun after the
verb group member , but it is a complement rather than an object it refers to the subject. These videos provide
quick yet valuable lessons on what NOT to do when writing an academic paper. You may reproduce it for
non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The negative There is no need toâ€¦ is also common. With actions related to the
text, the reader or readers may be possible.


