
ELEMENTS OF SHORT STORY THE USE OF FORCE

"The Use of Force" and Other Stories Literary Elements Short Story It is implied that the doctor overpowers her as he
tries to force her to.

But, in the use of force, he loses his ability to reason as he attacks the girl with the same blind fury with which
she resists him: "But the worst of it was that I too had got beyond reason. Pound, who by then was one of the
most famous poets alive, had recently read some of Williams's poems, and a correspondence ensued that
became the basis of a long friendship. Today: With vaccines and modern antibiotics, diphtheria has practically
been eliminated. He is near fainting when the doctor, angry, tells him to put Mathilda on his lap and hold her
wrists. So the doctor thoughts and behaviors are a reflection of the authors. In colonial New England , for
example, a diphtheria epidemic was estimated to have killed 80 percent of the population of children under 10
in some towns in the five years between and  He finds her offensive for the same reason that he finds the child
admirable: there is a level of phoniness about what she says, it is the inverse of the raw honesty of Mathilda's
shrill tantrum. Williams packs the corners of this very short work with depth and nuance, so that elements that
might be missed in the first reading prove to carry an importance that was not originally clear. His novels were
more studied for their experimental qualities than appreciated as works of art unto themselves. The main
distinction separating the doctor from the other two adults in the story seems to be one of social class.
Williams breaks with standard of style, however, by presenting direct quotations from characters without
using quotation marks to indicate that these are things that were actually said out loud. Compassion Though
the doctor comes into the Olson house with a cold professional demeanor and conducts his examination as if
he has no personal concern for the sick girl, his narration lets readers know that he feels compassion that
grows from the moment that he meets Mathilda. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that the doctor derives
pleasure from his attack, even if only for a moment. The change of tools is as important as the change from
empathy to force. Even though he knows that it is the best course of action, given the circumstances, the
doctor is not able to use violence and remain dispassionate about it. Explain your thesis in an essay. A cure for
diphtheria was slow in coming. He is described as a large, awkward man, uncertain of how to handle himself
in this situation. I believe that the three sets of characters in "The Use of Force"â€”the doctor, the parents, and
the childâ€”are motivated by the three zones of the human psyche, the ego, the super-ego, and the id,
respectively, and I also believe that the doctor, at first governed by the ego, permits his id to dominate him
during his encounter with the child. Foreshadowing The way in which the little girl begins to defend herself
against even the beginnings of an examination foreshadows the physical struggle that ensues. In her eyes, the
doctor can see tears of defeat. When he hears that the child claims to not have a sore throat, her claim does not
make sense with his diagnosis of her prolonged fever. CRITICAL OVERVIEW While William Carlos
Williams is often considered one of the great literary figures of the twentieth century, it is usually his poetry
that earns him praise: critics mention his fiction, and no in-depth study of his career would be complete
without an analysis of his novels and short stories, but they are seldom discussed on their own, without some
mention of how they are related to his poetry. Research the history and theories of the Imagist movement. He
is offended by the mother's willingness to lie to her daughter in this life-or-death situation.


