
CLASS GROUP ACTIVITIES

One way to change the pace in your classroom is to do a small group activity. But what type of small group should you
use? It depends on the size of your class.

Choose a list of words and their description, and BookWidgets creates an interactive crossword for you. After
a couple of minutes, the selected student changes the motion, for instance clapping their hands, and the rest of
the students follow along. If you try to give instructions first, students may be too preoccupied with deciding
on group membership to listen to you. This can stimulate a greater involvement in each member of the class.
Applause, Please Form groups of between three and five students. Give each team a set of cut up lyrics. Ask a
review question, and then throw the ball to one of your students. That student should answer your question and
then throw the ball back to you. Human Alphabet You need a large open space for this game. American
Educational Research Journal, 40 1 ,  Editor's Note: Instead of saying the word in the students' mother tongue,
it would be possible to use a picture or to say a definition "What do you call the large gray animal with a long
nose? Having "rehearsed" in a more intimate context beforehand, students may face the whole class with more
confidence in their ability to handle the target language. But what about you? What Am I? Have your students
arrange themselves in a circle. Pretzel, Unpretzel Divide your class in half and have each group choose one
pretzel maker and two unpretzelers. Thanks to group work, less confident students get the chance to put their
knowledge of the new language into practice in a non-threatening environment, away from the critical eye and
ear of the teacher. Students must understand the benefits of collaborative learning. Comments: This type of
group can be arranged with pairs or foursomes and works well with most subject matter, including
computational questions. Cooperative Learning. It would be difficult to implement in a large class, however.
That student walks around the inside of the circle, stops in front of one person, and gives them a direction.
FluentU takes real-world videosâ€”like music videos, cartoons, documentaries and moreâ€”and turns them
into personalized language learning lessons for you and your students. In addition to language skills, you can
choose topics for the story that revolve around cultural symbols, like the White House, or about cultural
norms, like timeliness. Alternately, you can ask students to move around the room in small groups, rotating
from one set of comments to another and adding their own comments in response. Is it time to teach new
vocabulary , review for a test or just do something different in class? Explain the task clearly. If you
interweave small collaborative activities into every class, a group assignment later in the semester will seem
much less daunting to students. The front player then places the hoop on the ground in front of them and steps
into it. Students are often more willing to share the work of fellow students publicly than their work. Try these
6 unique ideas for group work to mix things up.


