
HISTORY LABOR

Labor history or labour history is a sub-discipline of social history which specialises on the history of the working classes
and the labor movement. Labor .

Thompson and Eric Hobsbawm. Kirk rejects suggestions that the field is declining, and stresses its innovation,
modification and renewal. As industrialism matured, labor reform lost its meaningâ€”hence the confusion and
ultimate failure of the Knights of Labor. Get Email Updates. Nothing better captures the uneasy amalgam of
old and new in the postwar labor movement than the treatment of minorities and women who flocked in,
initially from the mass production industries, but after from the public and service sectors as well. President
Grover Cleveland obtained a court injunction to stop the strike, based in part on the fact that railroads carried
the mail. Also in the s and s, historians began to give serious attention to groups who had previously been
largely neglected, such as women and non-caucasian ethnic groups. They were protesting their impending
replacement by talking pictures. Some mines sprang up. After the fire, their story inspired hundreds of
activists across the state and the nation to push for fundamental reforms. The skilled workers at the steel mills
in Homestead, seven miles southeast of downtown Pittsburgh, were members of the Amalgamated Association
of Iron and Steel Workers who had bargained exceptionally good wages and work rules. They made history by
winning the union vote fifty-seven to fifteen. But the national unions that had created the afl in fact comprised
only the skilled trades. November, the Committee for Industrial Organization is formed Later called the
Congress of Industrial Organizations CIO , its purpose is to do what the AFL has failed to do: organize
workers in the mass-production industries, such as automobile and steel production, into one big union each.
By the end of the s, less than 17 percent of American workers were organized, half the proportion of the early
s. Thousands of workers were killed in the workplace each year, and millions were harmed or disabled.
Clashes with strikebreakers and sabotage accelerated as the strike stretched on for weeks, and several workers
were shot in separate incidents. In he cut workers' hours from nine to eight. Lowell Mill Women Create First
Union of Working Women In the s, half a century before the better-known mass movements for workers'
rights in the United States, the Lowell mill women organized, went on strike and mobilized in politics when
women couldn't even voteâ€”and created the first union of working women in American history. December,
Formation of the American Federation of Labor The AFL is founded as a craft-union-based alternative to the
Knights of Labor, and accordingly takes a relatively conservative approach to labor activism. The number of
public-sector strikes also dramatically increases, even in cases where they are illegal. While much of the
tension between labor and capital that gave rise to the American labor movement is still with us today, much
has changed. A healthy and secure retirement should be an attainable goal for any worker who wants it. The
two were held to be strands of a single movement, rooted in a common working-class constituency and to
some degree sharing a common leadership. Yet the aflâ€”cio played a crucial role in the battle for civil rights
legislation in  It also facilitates the establishment of hundreds of worker cooperatives around the country.
Conditions, particularly in industries such as mining, could be grim. The union movement became in the s a
diminished economic and political force, and, in the Age of Reagan, this made for a less socially just nation.
Other workers in the plant and town then go on strike in solidarity with their fellows. Civil rights leaders have
always been labor leaders, too. Labor history remains centered on two fundamental sets of interest:
institutional histories of workers' organizations, and the "history from below" approach of the Marxist
historians. Led mostly by rank-and-file women, the strike of almost thirty thousand lasts eleven weeks. Posted
By. Company owners began to accept that workers' demand for better treatment was legitimate in the 20th
century. The violent repression of the strikes presages a decade of terrible setbacks for labor, which end only
with the upsurge of popular protest in the Great Depression. Only in the public sector did the unions hold their
own. The Lowell, Mass. Collective bargaining performed impressively after World War II, more than tripling
weekly earnings in manufacturing between and , gaining for union workers an unprecedented measure of
security against old age, illness, and unemployment, and, through contractual protections, greatly
strengthening their right to fair treatment at the workplace. The new history was often strongly Marxist, which
fed through the work of brilliant evangelists like Raphael Samuel into the New Left Review , a famous journal
like Past and Present , the Society of Labour History and the work of a large number of younger scholars
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engaged in the field.


