
SHOULD VOTING AGE LOWERED 16

In , voters in Berkeley, California, approved a measure to allow the city council to lower the voting age for school board
elections, which.

But the same can be said for adults. Long-time backers of a lower voting age, like the National Youth Rights
Association , make this fairness argument as well. Plenty of under 16s go campaigning. In a democracy,
universal suffrage is the right of all citizens and the ability to vote should not be taken away lightly or
arbitrarily. If you feel that 16 year olds need adult permission to vote, then so be it, build it into the system.
The case for lowering the voting age 1. Nearly 17 percent of poll workers in Montgomery are under 25,
against just 8 percent nationally, according to Zelaya. This gives us an awareness and appreciation of local
issues. Young people are expected to follow the law, but have no say in making it. For example, in the first
municipal election after Takoma Park allowed year-olds to vote, those who were under 18 voted at over 10
times the rate of those who were between 18 and  She was speaking with us about two proposals on the table
at the state and federal level that would lower the voting age to  Similar trends have occurred outside the
United States. Related pages. Today, lowering the voting age continues to have wide support. The argument
for this was if 18 year olds are old enough to fight in war, they should be able to vote. Another pending
measure on Beacon Hill would let and year-olds vote in local elections. After the students graduate, Zelaya
says that many stay poll workers. Ayanna Pressley, is an amendment to a Congressional bill that would give
and year-olds the right to vote in federal elections. Young people make good voters. Young people who vote
also influence the voter turnout of their parents. If you think about being 18, many of them are starting a new
job, maybe moving away for college, maybe having their first serious relationship. It is hypocritical to tell us
that we are mature, responsible adults when they commit a crime, but ignorant and naive when we want to
vote. Voting is a habitual act â€” people who vote in one election are more likely to vote in the next. In fact,
whenever tests have been used to register voters, it has always been about preventing certain groups of people
from having political power rather than making sure the electorate is as informed as possible. Last year, in a
CIRCLE survey of 1, to year-olds, only half felt prepared to vote if an election were next week, 39 percent
didn't know where to cast a ballot, and 42 percent weren't sure whether someone with a misdemeanor offense
could still vote they can. In fact, the U. Howard: Young people, even though the voting age is 18, usually turn
out in the lowest numbers. When elected in May she became the youngest ever UK Member at 20 years and
days. Visit Website Four towns in Massachusetts are currently waiting for the state legislature to approve their
resolutions lowering the voting age, but given neurological research on the brain and decision making,
sociological research on political knowledge, and psychological research on voting habits, is the growing call
to lower voting age wise? Even while still in school, people can start to build their political understanding and
start to formulate their own beliefs. It stands to reason that informed and committed citizens will advance a
robust democracy, but if the citizenry is ill-informed about democratic processes, why should they have a say
on issues and policy that affect the whole nation? But I feel the completion of secondary education would
leave 16 year olds in an excellent position. There are no wrong votes.


