
PICKING A GOOD THESIS STATEMENT

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements work in If your thesis contains words like
â€œgoodâ€• or â€œsuccessful,â€• see if you could be more First, the question asks you to pick an aspect of the novel
that you think is .

A good thesis makes claims that will be supported later in the paper. This final thesis statement presents an
interpretation of a literary work based on an analysis of its content. Thesis statements that are too vague often
do not have a strong argument. Today's slasher movies fail to deliver the emotional catharsis that s horror
films did. This means to consider what you are good at. It leaves a lot of big questions to answer. Here are
some examples of simple claims you could make after reading and reflecting in preparation for writing your
paper: Politicians should use language responsibly if they wish to govern after the campaign. Original thesis:
Socialism is the best form of government for Kenya. Crafting an original, insightful, and memorable thesis
makes a distinct impression on a reader. To avoid misunderstandings, be as specific as possible. Revised
thesis: The many scandals of Hoover's administration revealed basic problems with the Republican Party's
nominating process. Who should avoid it? The opposite of a focused, narrow, crisp thesis is a broad,
sprawling, superficial thesis. A good strategy for creating a strong thesis is to show that the topic is
controversial. Don't settle for three pages of just skimming the surface. You may reproduce it for
non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Unearth evidence for your research paper When you have a general idea of
what you hope to discuss, start searching for facts to back up your case. First, the question asks you to pick an
aspect of the novel that you think is important to its structure or meaningâ€”for example, the role of
storytelling, the contrasting scenes between the shore and the river, or the relationships between adults and
children. Avoid formula and generic words. While most American families would view consanguineal
marriage as a threat to the nuclear family structure, many Iranian families, like my own, believe that these
marriages help reinforce kinship ties in an extended family. To provide the most relevant thesis, one must stay
within proper context of their field of study. Check out these posts:. How to Write a Great Thes How do I
come up with a thesis statement? Context and proper execution are also paramount to the chosen topic as well
as thesis body. Compare the original thesis not specific and clear enough with the revised version much more
specific and clear : Original thesis: Although the timber wolf is a timid and gentle animal, it is being
systematically exterminated. If the topic asks you to analyze a character , pick the one who angered you the
most or seemed most like you. The argument s you make in your paper should reflect this main idea. Compare
this original thesis too general with three possible revisions more focused, each presenting a different
approach to the same topic : Original thesis: There are serious objections to today's horror movies. Your thesis
changed to reflect your new insights. Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point.
During the course of your essay, you will back each of your claims with well-researched evidence. Avoid,
avoid, avoid generic arguments and formula statements. Revised thesis: Not just empty stories for kids, fairy
tales shed light on the psychology of young children. Even if you do not have time to get advice elsewhere,
you can do some thesis evaluation of your own. Is all fast food bad? You have reached that great capstone
project, the thesis paper , and now need to prove your educational prowess through this lone work. If your
thesis statement expresses more than one idea, then you might confuse your readers about the subject of your
paper. The sentence that captures your position on this main idea is what we call a thesis statement. Narrow
the topic. Always avoid jargon, unless you are confident your audience will be familiar with it.


