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Sophocles' Oedipus Rex and William Shakespeare's The Tragedy of King And, as expected, Lear remains blind to the
fact that the praise he receives is King Lear Comparison A tragedy is not only an imitation of life in general but an These
two plays are similar in theme and in the questions they pose to the audience.

He plots against his brother and his father to gain power. King Lear, Gloucester, and Albany are three prime
examples Shakespeare incorporates this theme into. The dispute between Teiresias and Oedipus demonstrates
that Oedipus does not even take the possibility of involvement in something bad into consideration. In
blinding himself he does not die physically but in a sense he is dead. I stumbled when I saw? We agonize over
the tragedy, and the tragic figure. Cordelia is the youngest daughter. Although the hundred knights and title he
retains, having given away his royal power, give him an illusionary security, without his power he is only a
poor imitation of a king. In his pain, he flees the truth as a last solution. Oedipus is the only one that shows
blindness is Sophocles play. King Lear and King Oedipus find that self recognition and self-knowledge are
very important keys to understand their behaviour and as a consequence their lives. Check out our Privacy and
Content Sharing policies for more information. Nonetheless Cordelia and Lear die â€” Lear, wiser than he
ever was and so a real tragic hero and Cordelia â€” a sacrificial victim of this tragedy. Not even when his
father is blinded as a result of his denunciation does he show any pity. How to cite this page Choose cite
format:. It is also about losing his most valuable treasure â€” his only true loving daughter. The Fool as well as
Kent also tries to show Lear that his decision is not only about property and losing a big part of his identity.
But it is too late â€” for Cordelia and for him. Edmund thinks that he has a natural right to use everything to
get what he wants. But this is a big miscalculation as the play shows. Teiresias, after he has been provoked,
wants Oedipus to find the truth, to acknowledge himself. Now it is based on self-recognition and
self-knowledge instead of ignorance and pride. As Oedipus discovers his own identity he has to learn about
himself what it is to be a man. It is Ironic when Gloucester says:? These two plays are similar in theme and in
the questions they pose to the audience. Reading example essays works the same way! Uncover new sources
by reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or
counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how
to use and how not to use our library. It is assumed that the lower the social status of the tragic hero, the
weaker the ability of the 's audience to identify with the character's flaw What hooks you? Although Edgar
was the good and loving son, Gloucester all but disowned him. But it is not true. Nevertheless not only their
character flaws of pride and the exaggerated opinion of themselves lead to this ultimate downfall in the end.
Lear's blindness unfortunately ended up costing the life of Cordelia and his own. At the start of the play both
kings are majestic figures. Such is the case of tragic literature and the cathartic effect it has on the reader,
which has deteriorated a great deal from Sophocles' writing of the true tragedy, Oedipus Rex.


