
WILLIAM BLAKES PORTRAYAL OF CHILDS INNOCENCE IN THE SONGS

OF INNOCENCE

Children embody the very essence of innocence. They see the world through virgin eyes, hear life with fresh ears and
create the world with a simple mind and .

A, A, B, B; this poet structure is reminiscent of the poetic structure of nursery rhymes which also highlights
the essence of innocence within these poems. At home they sleep on poor beds and are fed poorly. Thus, the
child is treated as having divinity within his soul and the poet visualizes the holiness of the child and unifies
him with the lamb and Jesus. The sombre counterpart shortened to three stanzas in the Songs of Experience
offers a different point of view: When the voice of the sweep was carefree and unconcerned in the Songs of
Innocence the 11 Bowra, C. But Blake was not blind to the sufferings of the children. The decision of being
important to god is an important decision for it needs hard work and patience. It is all about the freedom of
children on the "echoing green", where the children are welcomed by birds of all kinds; "The skylark and
thrush, The birds of the bush" Parents and elders of the community are sat under an oak tree watching the
children play whilst forgetting all of their cares. The influence exerted by the parent is depicted here. It
signifies purity, innocence. The child is struggling because they can't fight back with words of truth of the
unfair circumstances they have found themselves in. The symbol of the lamb and the child. The message is not
clearly communicated the English has become sinner because of the rise of materialism and their lifestyle. The
other is of innocence and purity. The imperfect rhyme in the last stanza firstly depicts the illogical reasoning
of Tom but it is the result of the unreasonable nature of both parents and the Church who wrong the child. The
quintessence always being that of indignation for the exploitation of a child by society. The theme of the
innocent child can be found throughout the Songs of Innocence and of Experience, however, the poems differ
in tone, intensity and focus. The last line of the second stanza, "It is eternal winter there," is how the view of
the ceremony is seen from a different point of view that is more cynical than in the 'Songs of Innocence' poem.
They major symbols of the poem that mostly communicate positive meaning are the boy, the mother , the
cloud, the prophet, Jesus Christ, the sun, flower, and the east all are symbols. Irony in the poem is used as a
weapon not used for humorous purposes it is used to diagnose and to criticize. They are below the children
morally and spiritually. The poem is the same contrast between blackness and whiteness, the principle symbol
here used by the mother to communicate a moral lesson to the child is the sun. He despised the industry that
was establishing itself in England because it was the opposite of the ideal country lifestyle that Blake
idealised. When citing an essay from our library, you can use "Kibin" as the author. After being a witness to
the appalling conditions the climbing boys experienced in London society during the French revolution. The
last line of the last stanza of the poem is "Then cherish pity, lest you drive an angel from your door. The
visionary side of Blake becomes apparent here: His vision of a reformed humanity is presented11 and he
achieves this through his symbolic metaphors. His protest extends far beyond his work, and his personal
opinions reflect the unspoken words of many. The children here follow the rules the discipline, they have no
opinion neither in their dress nor in their way of walking. In his poems child is a figure symbolizing God or
Christ. Blake uses his imagery in order to portray his negative opinion of the church elders and authority.


